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With Traje and Tripod

Luis Márquez Romay
(1899 – 1978)

Self portrait, 1928

Photo by A. Isunza, 1964

• Took up photography in Havana, Cuba, 1914 – 1920

• Returned to Mexico and joined the Taller de Fotografía, 
founded by José Vasconcelos

• Acted in six films and was cinematographer, director and 
producer for two documentaries in the 1920s

• Wrote screenplay for Janitzio in 1934

• Won photo prize at New York World’s Fair in 1940

• Donated his collection of 2,800 textiles in 1977;
Marquez’s photo archives are at UNAM

Luis Márquez
Photographer and Folklorist 

Early abstract studies
published in 1932

Photos published 1932
in Nuestro Mexico
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1933 - Includes architectural photos by Luis Márquez and Guillermo Kahlo

↑ Typical Native Fishermen
The Patriarchs ↓

Includes four Márquez images of Patzcuaro

Various images
of Lake Patzcuaro

Published in 1937
by Eugenio Fischgrund
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Márquez hand-tinted B&W images for postcard series and large photographs

Art card series has
96 hand-tinted images
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2002
Ten-page article on Márquez’s 
postcards in UNAM magazine

Booklet published
in 2004 by UNAM

“Tehuana Maid” published in 1947
in Frances Toor’s compendium.

Márquez photos also appear
in her other publications.
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Cover art by
Miguel Gómez Medina 

Tourist folder with
Luis Márquez images

Folder opens and
20 printed images

tumble down

3-1/2” x 5-1/2” chromes from the 1950s

Dance of the Chinelos, Morelia Feather Dances at Churubusco

“Continental” chrome - 4”x 6” size from the 1950s
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MAXIMUM CARDS

Considered as novelties or specialties,
maximum cards have been a pursuit of
stamp collectors since at least the 1920s.
The creative collector tried to find a postcard 
that matched the image on a stamp as closely as 
possible and then placed the stamp on the face 
of the card. If the postmarking were done in the 
very town where the photograph was taken, or 
otherwise tied to the subject that the stamp 
commemorated, the maximum card
was further enhanced. Such cards are 
fascinating because they bridge stamp and 
postcard collecting, the two most popular 
hobbies of their day. 

Fischgrund books
from the 1950s

with Márquez photos

Márquez photos appear in
numerous tourist guides 

and advertisements

Historical Costume Pageant
Tijuana, Baja California - 1967

Angela Villalba
Mexican Calendar Girls:
Golden Age of Calendar Art, 1930-1960
San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2006
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Published in 1978 by
Mobil Oil de Mexico, S.A.

on its 50th anniversary, and
the year of Márquez’s death 


